
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland Leadership Center 
 
  
Your Project Title: Arts & Culture Session Days: Learning, Connecting, and Engaging with the Arts 

Your Project Summary: Arts & Culture Session Days in CLC programs expose participants to rich and 

diverse arts offerings, help them understand how arts contribute to economic development and 

neighborhood revitalization, and allow them to engage in meaningful conversation with the top leaders of 

large and small arts organizations throughout the community. The days are a component of civic leadership 

education offerings for individuals at various stages of life and career. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: No 

Comment: The Cleveland Leadership Center is creating the next generation of arts advocates in Cleveland 

by recognizing the impact of the arts in transforming the city but also the fact that most residents are 

unaware of how the arts are making their impact (at least that’s the premise for this project). The plan is 

clear, but it’s not clear how the participants helped to develop the programming. The budget is clear, and 

it's noteworthy that the program is free to high school students. The list of speakers is strong, but I am 

concerned most by the definition of their community. Their response to the question is “individuals enrolled 

in on of these CLC programs…” That is like the symphony saying that their audience is people who buy 

tickets. I did not find enough evidence in this application that the funding criteria is met even somewhat. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The Cleveland Leadership Center has cultivated an engaged and diverse group of both 

constituents and community members to not only engage in their programming, but engage their 

communities to get involved. That is a key component to civic engagement. The premise for the 

programming of CLC has demonstrated that they are absolutely capable. Along the lines of artistic 

excellence, not only are the professionals they are engaging diverse, but the art forms in which the high 

schoolers in particular seek to build an understanding of the importance along with the economic impact of 

arts and culture in the city they live in. This system is one that replicates in other cities. Not only does it 

showcase public benefit in the lives of the three groups of constituents, but it also encourages and develops 

a leadership pipeline. That leadership pipeline can then have positive business and development impact 

on the sector and the growth of the city from an industrial background. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The program touches on all three tenants of the funding criteria incredibly well. Leading with the 

public benefit to the participants and the community at large, the application addresses the goals, 

methodology, and past success of the program in a succinct, clear manner. The organizational capacity 

and commitment to excellence is on display throughout the application and the supporting materials are 

effective additions. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application provides evidence that this program will fit the funding criteria. The arts are in 

desperate need of ambassadors, so I appreciate that this leadership program will be training a diverse 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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group of professionals (and future professionals) the transforming power of the arts. From the narrative 

answers and the Arts Day Agenda that was supplied in the support materials, I noticed that most arts 

institutions that are being visited are large cultural organizations. I encourage you to include more small 

and/or emerging arts organizations as well as individual artists in these discussions. While the major 

organizations play a huge role, the grassroots efforts are often the ones making a larger community impact. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project technically meets public benefit, but I would like to see more detail about the types 

of speakers. Who is involved and how do they address the needs of the defined community or the 

community at large? 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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